[Acute lung injury and alveolar epithelial function].
Since its original definition forty years ago, acute lung injury/acute respiratory distress syndrome has been a challenging target for both clinicians and researchers. In this review, several progresses in the past decades in the area of research concerning the pathophysiology of alveolar epithelium in this syndrome are discussed. Understanding the mechanism of tissue injury and tissue repair are key points to develop new strategy for clinical evaluation of severity of this syndrome and possible therapeutic approaches in future.